
 
REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

File No. 0550-02 

Monday, May 13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers 

325 Wallace Street, Hope, British Columbia 
For those in attendance at District of Hope Open Council Meetings and Public Hearings, please 
be advised that the Hope Ratepayers Association is recording these meetings and hearings. 
The District, in no way, has custody or control of the recordings. Therefore, all persons who do 
not want their presentation or themselves recorded, please approach the Clerk to declare same 
and the District will relay this to the Association so that you can freely speak. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 Mayor to acknowledge that the meeting is being held on the traditional, ancestral and 
unceded territories of the Stó:lō people, particularly the Chawathil, Union Bar and  

 Yale First Nations. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Recommended Resolution: 
THAT the May 13, 2024, Regular Council Meeting Agenda be adopted, as presented. 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

(a) Regular Council Meeting (1) 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held April 22, 2024, be adopted, as 
presented. 

4. DELEGATIONS 

(a) KPMG (8) 
Representatives from KPMG will be in attendance to present to Council regarding the 
Audit Findings Report for the year ended December 31, 2023. 
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7. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
8. PERMITS AND BYLAWS 

(a)  Report dated April 30, 2024 from the Director of Community Development (81) 
Re:  Geotechnical Hazard and Flood & Erosion Hazard Development Permit for 
66631 Kereluk Road 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT a District of Hope Geotechnical Hazard and Flood & Erosion Hazard Development 
Permit be approved for the property legally described as Lot 20 District Lot 56 Yale Division 
Yale District Plan 30760; PID 003-852-431 for the construction of a single-family dwelling 
and detached shop subject to the District of Hope receiving satisfactory certified reports 
from the qualified professionals confirming a site-specific safe building envelope for the 
property at 66631 Kereluk Road; and  
FURTHER THAT the Director of Community Development be authorized to endorse the 
Geotechnical Hazard and Flood & Erosion Hazard Development Permit and required 
covenant document; and 
FURTHER THAT for purposes of the Geotechnical Hazard Development Permit validity 
period, the conditions of the Development Permit shall expire on May 13, 2026; and 
FURTHER THAT for the purposes of Section 504 of the Local Government Act, 
“substantially start any construction” shall mean the placement of the foundation for single 
family dwelling as certified safe by a qualified professional. 

5. STAFF REPORTS 

(a)  Report from the Director of Finance (52) 
Re:  2023 Audited Consolidated Financial Statements 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT the 2023 consolidated financial statements of the District of Hope be approved; and 
FURTHER THAT the Independent Auditor’s Report be received; and 
FURTHER THAT the Independent Auditor’s Report be attached to the consolidated 
financial statements of the District of Hope. 

(b)  Report dated May 3, 2024 from the Deputy Corporate Officer (79) 
Re:  E-Mail Poll of Council for the Hope Mountain Centre Trail Restoration Project 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT Council ratify the e-mail poll of April 29, 2024: 
THAT Council of the District of Hope issue a letter of support to the Hope Mountain Centre 
for their proposed Trail Restoration Project. 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

There are no Committee Reports. 
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(b)  District of Hope 2024 Annual Tax Rate Bylaw No. 1579, 2024 (88) 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT District of Hope 2024 Annual Tax Rate Bylaw No. 1579, 2024, be adopted this 13th 
day of May, 2024.  

9. FOR INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE 

(a)  For Information Correspondence (90) 
Recommended Resolution: 
THAT the For Information Correspondence List dated May 13, 2024, be received. 

10. OTHER PERTINENT BUSINESS 

(a) Letter of Support 
 Re:  New Pathways to Gold – 1926 Alexandra Bridge Rehabilitation Project (99) 
 Recommended Resolution: 

THAT Council of the District of Hope issue a letter of support to the New Pathways to Gold 
Society for their application to the Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia’s 
Outdoor Recreation Fund of BC April 2024 Intake for the Alexandra Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project. 

11. QUESTION PERIOD 

 Call for questions from the public for items relevant to the agenda. 

12. NOTICE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

 Monday, May 27, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

13. ADJOURN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR  
     COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Monday, April 22, 2024 

Council Chambers, District of Hope Municipal Office 
325 Wallace Street, Hope, British Columbia 

Council Members Present:  Mayor Victor Smith 
Councillor Pauline Newbigging 
Councillor Heather Stewin 
Councillor Zachary Wells 
Councillor Scott Medlock 
Councillor Angela Skoglund 
Councillor Dusty Smith 

Staff Present:  John Fortoloczky, Chief Administrative Officer  
 Kevin Dicken, Director of Operations/Deputy CAO 
 Robin Beukens, Director of Community Development 
 Mike Olson, Director of Finance 

Branden Morgan, Deputy Corporate Officer 
 

Others Present:  4 members of the Public and 1 Media 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  
2. RESOLUTION TO PROCEED TO CLOSED MEETING AT 6:33 P.M. 
 Moved / Seconded 

THAT the meeting be closed to the public to consider matters pursuant to Sections 
90(1)(g) [litigation or potential litigation affecting the municipality], 90(1)(k) [negotiations 
and related discussions respecting the proposed provision of a municipal service that are 
at their preliminary stages and that, in the view of the council, could reasonably be 
expected to harm the interests of the municipality if they were held in public] and 90(2)(c) 
[a matter that is being investigated under the Ombudsperson Act of which the 
municipality has been notified under section 14 [Ombudsperson to notify authority] of that 
Act], of the Community Charter re: Gardner Drive, and adopting closed meeting minutes.
  CARRIED. 

3. RETURN TO OPEN MEETING 
 The Mayor reconvened the Regular Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

The Mayor acknowledged that the meeting is being held on the traditional, ancestral and 
unceded territories of the Stó:lō people, particularly the Chawathil, Union Bar and Yale 
First Nations. 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Moved / Seconded 

THAT the April 22, 2024 Regular Council Meeting Agenda be adopted, as amended to 
include item 12(a), regarding a Letter of Support for the New Pathways to Gold Society. 

CARRIED. 
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5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
(a) Regular Council Meeting 

Moved / Seconded 
THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held April 8, 2024, be adopted, as 
presented.  CARRIED. 

6. DELEGATIONS 
(a) Retirement Gift 

Mayor Smith presented Ellen Forsey, RCMP Detachment Clerk, with a retirement gift and 
thanked her for her service to the community over the last 33 years.  

(b) TRUE Consulting 
Representatives from TRUE Consulting were in attendance to present to Council 
regarding the Silver Creek pedestrian crossing. In their presentation, the following items 
were discussed: 

• Background 
o As part of the future Intensive Transportation Master Plan, the Flood Hope 

Road corridor is proposed to be upgraded to an arterial classification. 
o The Silver Creek pedestrian bridge was struck by an industrial vehicle in 

October 2023 and the crossing span was removed due to structural 
concerns. 

o No delineated crossing had been provided at this location, with the nearest 
being at-grade crossings located at Owl Street and Silverhope Road. 

o The existing crossing was grade separated when Flood Hope Road was 
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Transportation and traffic volumes 
were significantly higher. 

• Functional Requirements 
o Pedestrian desire lines are crucial when selecting a crossing as they reflect 

the actual behaviour and preferences of pedestrians. 
o By aligning with desire lines, the risk of jaywalking is reduced and safer 

pedestrian behaviour is promoted. 

• Design Criteria 
o The Transportation Association of Canada Pedestrian Crossing Control 

Guide 3rd Edition was used to evaluate the appropriate crossing design. 
o Pedestrian crossing control is required, with painted pavement markings, 

back-to-back mounted signage, and advanced warning signage due to 
intersections and visibility. 

o Due to the proximity to Silver Creek Elementary School, reclassification of 
Flood Hope Road from Collector to Arterial, and increased volumes of 
industrial and commercial traffic, the installation of white ‘Briteside’ panels 
and Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons in both directions is 
recommended. 

o Traffic calming features and an offset crossing are recommended due to 
the characteristics of the corridor. 
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• Conceptual Locations 
o Marv Cope Way 

 Street lighting nearby 
 Wider crossing distance (3 lanes wide) 
 Close proximity to existing Beacon Road crossing location (95m 

away) 
 No suitable landing area on the South side 
 Does not align with pedestrian desire lines 

o Peter Street 
 Better aligned with pedestrian desire lines 
 Suitable landing area along Peter Street 
 Ability for center median island refuge inclusion 
 Street lighting present nearby 
 Wider crossing distance (>2 lanes wide) 
 Not comparable to grade separated overpass 

o Marie Street 
 Better aligned with pedestrian desire lines 
 Suitable landing area along Marie Street 
 Ability for center median island refuge inclusion 
 Wider crossing distance (>2 lanes wide) 
 Not comparable to grade separated overpass 
 No street lighting present nearby 

• Recommended Crossing Option 
o Between Marie Street and Peter Street 

 Aligned with pedestrian desire lines 
 Suitable landing area with connectivity to both Marie Street and 

Peter Street through separated pathways 
 Center median refuge allowing for reduced crossing distances, 

pedestrian refuge, better visibility and traffic calming 
 Located mid-block 
 Not comparable to grade separated overpass 
 No street lighting present nearby 

Council inquired as to whether there will be accessibility features integrated into the 
pedestrian crossing. The consultant advised that the crossing will be timed to 
accommodate those who may take longer to cross, such as seniors or  individuals in 
wheelchairs and will feature tactile strips and audible crossing signals to aid the visually 
impaired. He added that the entire crossing will be at grade and will have suitable room 
to have many people, wheelchairs, bicycles, and strollers.  
Council inquired as to whether parking signage will be installed to deal with the 
commercial vehicles that currently park on the side of the Flood Hope Road, as sight 
lines from the crossing may be blocked. The Director of Operations advised that a 
concrete roadside barrier will be installed along the multi-use pathway on the north side 
of the road as well as the south side that will prevent parking mid-block between Marie 
Street and Peter Street. He added that the challenges with commercial vehicles have 
been happening further to the east, and noted that this issue is currently being handled 
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by Bylaw Enforcement. 
Council inquired as to whether any cost estimates have been completed for the project. 
The consultant advised that they are currently working on the functional design to include 
with the Richmond Hill Multi-Use Pathway project and will complete a cost estimate for 
the most updated drawing package.  

7. STAFF REPORTS 
(a) Report dated April 16, 2024 from the Director of Corporate Services 
 Re:  Gardner Drive Construction Completion 

Moved / Seconded 
THAT Council rise and report the April 8, 2024 Committee of the Whole resolution: 
THAT Council directs Staff to proceed with Option #1, completing the Gardner Drive 
Road construction that fronts 65751 and 65771 Gardner Drive, to match the standard of 
the adjacent developer works. CARRIED. 

(b) Report dated April 16, 2024 from the Director of Community Development 
 Re:  Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing Extension Request for Silver Creek and 
 Kawkawa Lake 

Council inquired as to whether the December 2030 deadline will be enough time for the 
District to upgrade water system infrastructure in order to comply with the implementation 
of Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing. The Director of Operations advised that he is hopeful 
that these connections will be completed as outlined in the Water Master Plan before the 
deadline and noted that the District is often dependent on senior level grant funding 
which takes time. He added that the District has a healthy water reserve that can be 
utilized as well. 
Moved / Seconded 
THAT Council approve the submission of an extension application for the implementation 
of Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing under the Housing Statutes (Residential Development 
Amendment Act, 2023 in the Silver Creek and East Kawkawa Lake areas until such time 
as the water system infrastructure in these areas is upgraded to ensure that the addition 
of new housing units will not constitute a risk to public safety. CARRIED. 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 There were no Committee Reports. 

9. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS  
Mayor Smith Reported: 
• He advised that there will be a temporary road closure on Fraser Avenue and King 

Street on April 24th for work on the Gateway Sign Construction Project. 
• He attended a meeting for the Hope Area Flood Management Plan Project with 

regional partners and Ebbwater Consulting. 
• He attended a Hope RCMP ceremony with CAO John Fortoloczky, noting that he 

met with a new member who lives in Hope. He added that Council glad to see 
more members residing in the Hope area. 
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• He toured the community with representatives from Blue Triton on April 9th, 
thanking them for their $20,000 contribution towards a splash pad as part of the 
Hope & District Chamber of Commerce Downtown Revitalization Project. 

• He announced that Fraser Health has completed a new roof for the Fraser Hope 
Lodge, noting that a new air system and elevator upgrades were also completed 
last year.  

• He announced that Earth Day on April 20th was a success, noting that paint, 
batteries, scrap metal and tires among other materials were collected. He added 
that Assistant Fire Chief Josh Wescott spoke about the Fire Smart Program and 
100 pairs of glasses were collected for the Lions Club.  

• He noted that 11 fires were started over the weekend in the Cariboo Region with 
10 of them were started by humans. He advised people to be cautious and 
respectful of their surroundings and added that the Hope First Department is 
working with the Haig Fire Base to exchange information and be better prepared. 

Councillor Wells Reported:  
• He thanked Blue Triton for their generous donation towards the Splash Park, 

something that will improve our town. 
Councillor Skoglund Reported: 
• She attended the Accessibility Committee meeting on April 22nd. 
• She noted that Kal Tire collected tires on Earth Day, with truck loads coming in 

from community members who collected from their neighbors who could not bring 
them in. 

• She noted that she will be attending her first Hope and District Arts Council 
meeting on April 23rd.  

Councillor Medlock Reported: 
• He attended an AdvantageHOPE meeting on April 18th where they had a 

presentation from Carlyle and Company regarding marketing and visitor tracking 
through anonymous cell phone data. He noted that this information could be 
utilized for more effective targeted marketing to increase tourism. 

• He noted that the Municipal & Regional District TaxProgram application is due on 
May 1st, with 19 or 20 signatures received so far along with letters of support. 

• He noted that AdvantageHOPE attended the Franchise Show at the beginning of 
April to hand out brochures to prospective business owners who may consider 
Hope. 

Councillor Smith Reported: 
• He helped host a car show fundraiser for the family of an individual who was 

recently involved in a motorcycle accident at Lake of the Woods. He noted that 
they had 121 cars registered and over 800 people in attendance, with donations 
totaling over $23,000 being received from the community and around the province 
to help the family cover the costs of bills and time off of work. 

• He reminded the community to practice motorcycle awareness as summer 
weather approaches.  
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Councillor Stewin Reported: 
• She attended a Hope Inclusion Project meeting on April 9th, where they discussed 

curriculum project, anti-oppression, and the Pride Event that will take place on 
June 22nd. She added that she has received questions regarding the installation of 
a house post at District Hall. 

• She attended the Scholastic Book Fair at Coquihalla Elementary. 

• She attended the launch of the curriculum at Coquihalla Elementary on April 22nd, 
where books and successes were shared. 

• She had an opportunity to be a co-presenter with Cathy van der Mark at the 
School Trustee Association on the BC Accessibility Act and noted that she had 
great discussions on how the Act is affecting our schools. She added that there 
were 33 motions at the meeting regarding accessibility, emergency management, 
and the publishing of personal information during elections. 

Councillor Newbigging Reported: 
• She attended a Fraser Valley Regional Library meeting, noting that the Hope 

Library is getting ready for the summer reading program. 
• She attended the Accessibility Committee meeting on April 22nd, advising that a 

suggestion box has been installed at District Hall for the community to provide 
feedback and suggestions. She added that another box will be installed at the Rec 
Centre.  

• She thanked Emil Anderson and Ogilvie Mountain Holdings for providing 
equipment to clear the billboard at the Highway 3 and 5 junction, noting that the 
funding from the billboard will be used to pay for a website for the Hope & District 
Chamber of Commerce. 

10. PERMITS AND BYLAWS 

(a) District of Hope 2024 Annual Tax Rate Bylaw No. 1579, 2024 
Moved / Seconded 
THAT District of Hope 2024 Annual Tax Rate Bylaw No. 1579, 2024, be read a first, 
second, and third time this 22nd day of April, 2024. CARRIED. 

11. FOR INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE 
(a) For Information Correspondence 
 Moved / Seconded 

THAT the For Information Correspondence List dated April 22, 2024, be received.
 CARRIED. 

(b) Accounts Payable Cheque Listing – March 2024 
 Moved / Seconded 

THAT the Accounts Payable Cheque Listing for the period of March 1-31, 2024, be 
received. CARRIED. 
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12. OTHER PERTINENT BUSINESS 
(a) Letter of Support for the New Pathways to Gold Society 
 Moved / Seconded 

THAT Council of the District of Hope issue a letter of support to the New Pathways to 
Gold Society for their application to Heritage BC’s Heritage Legacy Fund for work on 
the 1926 Alexandra Bridge Rehabilitation Project. CARRIED. 

13. QUESTION PERIOD 
Jeremy Feltren, resident of Gardner Drive, requested clarification on the Gardner Drive 
Construction Completion project. Mr. Feltren inquired as to the timeline of the project. The 
Director of Operations advised that TRUE Consulting is working on the road design, and 
that it will likely take place in the Fall as the Richmond Hill project is the current priority. 
He added that Staff will maintain communications with Mr. Feltren regarding the survey 
process. Mayor Smith confirmed that Staff and Council are in agreement regarding the 
completion of Gardner Drive to the end of the road.  
Mr. Feltren noted that he does not want the cul-de-sac to interfere with the existing gate 
and fence on his property and added that he has measured other cul-de-sacs in town and 
does not believe it will be an issue. He asked that a copy of the survey be provided when 
it has been completed. The Chief Administrative Officer advised that he will send Mr. 
Feltren a copy of the survey. 

14. NOTICE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
 Monday, May 13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
15. ADJOURN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Moved / Seconded 
 

THAT the Regular Council Meeting adjourn at 7:57 p.m. CARRIED. 
 

Certified a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held 
April 22, 2024 in Council Chambers, District of Hope, British Columbia. 

 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   ___________________________________________ 
Mayor Director of Corporate Services 
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REPORT DATE: May 13, 2023 FILE: 1680-20 
  
SUBMITTED BY: Michael Olson, Director of Finance 
  
MEETING DATE: May 13, 2023 
  
SUBJECT: 2023 audited consolidated financial statements 

 
PURPOSE:  
 
To approve the 2023 audited consolidated financial statements. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommended Resolution: 
 
THAT the 2023 consolidated financial statements of the District of Hope be approved and 
 
THAT the Independent Auditor’s Report be received; and 
 
THAT the Independent Auditor’s Report be attached to the consolidated financial 
statements of the District of Hope. 
 
 

 
 
Prepared by: Michael Olson, CPA, CA Approved for submission to Council: 
 
 
Original Signed by Mike Olson    Original Signed by John Fortoloczky   
Director of Finance   Chief Administrative Officer 
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2023, with comparative information for 2022

2023 2022

Financial assets:

Cash and short term deposits (note 3) $ 16,046,766 $ 6,839,084

Accounts receivable (note 4) 1,485,756 1,985,880

Portfolio investments (note 3) 23,027,933 27,545,549

Investment in government business partnership (note 5) 1,219,141 652,831

41,779,596 37,023,344

Financial liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (note 7) 3,473,312 3,522,511

Development cost charges (note 8) 2,548,705 2,417,271

Deferred revenue 3,229,977 3,257,277

Long-term debt (note 9) 3,102,524 1,490,990

Equipment financing 7,275 9,217

Asset retirement obligation (note 11) 779,059 453,143

13,140,852 11,150,409

Net financial assets 28,638,744 25,872,935

Non-financial assets:

Tangible capital assets (note 12) 42,829,737 40,875,591

Prepaid expenses and deposits 192,660 135,721

Inventories 503,970 187,928

Contingencies (note 15)

Accumulated surplus (note 13) $ 72,165,111 $ 67,072,175

  Director of Finance

  Mayor

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
1
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Consolidated Statement of Operations and Accumulated Surplus

Year Ended December 31, 2023, with comparative information for 2022

2023 Budget
(note 18) 2023 2022

Revenues:

Municipal taxation $ 10,021,000 $ 10,014,386 $ 9,215,147

Parcel taxes 233,100 229,300 229,300

Payments in lieu of taxes 281,200 303,715 261,213

Sales of services 4,407,400 4,422,200 4,681,822

Investment income 450,000 1,961,931 614,993

Government business partnership income - 741,310 15,471

Rents and leases 30,000 31,970 34,956

Transfers from other governments 1,100,000 4,804,883 1,612,115

Gain on disposal of tangible capital assets - - 2,131,368

Actuarial adjustment on debenture debt - 62,466 83,396

16,522,700 22,572,161 18,879,781

Expenses:

General government 2,226,100 2,158,641 2,135,312

Recreation 1,055,850 1,504,284 1,388,804

Protective services 3,771,850 3,405,577 3,751,394

Environment and public health 2,287,000 2,988,654 1,947,841

Transportation 3,039,200 2,764,577 2,626,522

Community development 1,291,000 974,884 711,314

Utilities 1,307,900 1,507,747 1,326,208

Interest 73,350 80,555 58,275

Accretion expense - 17,717 -

Amortization 1,850,000 2,076,589 2,035,480

16,902,250 17,479,225 15,981,150

Annual surplus (deficit) (379,550) 5,092,936 2,898,631

Accumulated surplus, beginning of year 67,072,175 67,072,175 64,173,544

Accumulated surplus, end of year $ 66,692,625 $ 72,165,111 $ 67,072,175

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
2
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Consolidated Statement of Changes in Net Financial Assets

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023, with comparative information for 2022

2023 2022

Annual surplus $ 5,092,936 $ 2,898,631

Acquisition of tangible capital assets (3,660,240) (4,375,158)

Amortization of tangible capital assets 2,076,589 2,035,480

Initial recognition of asset retirement obligation (370,497) -

(1,954,148) (2,339,678)

Change in inventories (316,040) 340,119

Change in prepaid expenses (56,939) 711,827

(372,979) 1,051,946

Change in net financial assets 2,765,809 1,610,899

Net financial assets, beginning of year 25,872,935 24,262,036

Net financial assets, end of year $ 28,638,744 $ 25,872,935

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
3

057



DISTRICT OF HOPE
Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023, with comparative information for 2022

2023 2022

Cash provided by (used in):

Operating activities:

Annual surplus $ 5,092,936 $ 2,898,631

Items not involving cash:

Government business partnership income (741,310) (15,471)

Amortization on tangible capital assets 2,076,589 2,035,480

Actuarial adjustment on debt (62,466) (83,396)

Change in non-cash operating assets and liabilities:

Accounts receivable 500,124 645,286

Prepaids (56,939) 711,827

Inventories (316,042) 340,119

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (49,199) (978,998)

Asset retirement obligation 388,214 -

Asset retirement obligation - landfill (432,794) (40,908)

Deferred revenue (27,300) 2,578,653

Development cost charges 131,435 36,071

6,503,248 8,127,294

Capital activities:

Acquisition of tangible capital assets (3,660,240) (4,375,158)

Investing activities:

Change in portfolio investments 4,517,616 (5,043,720)

Partnership draws 175,000 -

4,692,616 (5,043,720)

Financing activities:

Repayment of equipment financing debt (1,942) $ (2,168)

Proceeds of long-term debt 1,800,000 -

Repayment of long-term debt (126,000) (126,000)

1,672,058 (128,168)

Increase (decrease) in cash 9,207,682 (1,419,752)

Cash and equivalents, beginning of year 6,839,084 8,258,836

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year $ 16,046,766 $ 6,839,084

Supplemental cash flow information:

Interest paid $ 80,555 $ 58,275

Interest received 1,961,931 614,993

Non-cash transaction

Capitalization of initial asset retirement obligation for buildings and wells $ 370,497 $ -

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
4
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

General

The District of Hope (the "District") was incorporated in 1992 under Letters Patent and operates under the authority
of British Columbia Community Charter. The District's principal activities include the provision of local government
services to residents of the incorporated area including administrative, protective, transportation, recreational,
water, sewer, environmental health and fiscal services. 

1. Significant accounting policies:

These financial statements are prepared using standards issued by the Public Sector Accounting Board of the
Canadian Institute of Chartered Professional Accountants.

The consolidated financial statements are prepared using the accrual basis of accounting. The accrual basis of
accounting records revenue as it is earned and measurable. Expenses are recognized as they are incurred and
measurable based upon the receipt of goods and services or the creation of an obligation to pay.

(a) Basis of presentation:

These consolidated financial statements include the operations of the operating, water, sewer, and reserve
funds.

All material interfund accounts and transactions have been eliminated. 

The consolidated financial statements do not include assets, liabilities or surplus of trust funds administered by
the District.

(b) Cash and short-term deposits:

Cash and short-term deposits include term deposits whose maturities upon acquisition were 90 days or less.

(c) Portfolio investments:

Portfolio investments are recorded at amortized cost plus accrued interest. Discounts or premiums arising on
the purchase of portfolio investments are amortized on a straight line basis over the term to maturity. If it is
determined that there is a permanent impairment in the value of an investment, it is written down to net
realizable value.

(d) Inventories:

Inventories consist of land held for resale and supplies and are valued at the lower of cost and net realizable
value.

(e) Revenue recognition:

Revenue from municipal taxation payments, grants in lieu of taxes and utility charges are recognized when the
levies are billed or billable to the property owner. Revenue from sales of services are recognized when the
services are provided and collection is reasonably assured. Government grants are recognized when they are
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

1. Significant accounting policies: (continued)

(e) Revenue recognition: (continued)
approved by senior governments and the conditions required to earn the grants have been completed.
Development cost charges are recognized as revenue in the period the funds are expended on a development
project. Development cost charges not expended are recorded as unearned revenue.

(f) Contaminated sites:

Contaminated sites are defined as the result of contamination being introduced in air, soil, water or sediment of
a chemical, organic, or radioactive material or live organism that exceeds an environmental standard.

A liability for remediation of contaminated sites is recognized, net of any expected recoveries, when all of the
following criteria are met:

a) an environmental standard exists
b) contamination exceeds the environmental standard
c) the organization is directly responsible or accepts responsibility for the liability
d) future economic benefits will be given up, and
e) a reasonable estimate of the liability can be made.

(g) Use of estimates:

The preparation of the consolidated financial statements requires management to make estimates and
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent assets and
liabilities, and reported amounts of revenues and expenses at the date of the financial statements. Areas that
contain estimates include assumptions used in determining the landfill post-closure liability, contingent
liabilities, and estimated useful lives of tangible capital assets.

(h) Government Business Partnership

The investment in government business partnership is accounted for using the modified equity basis.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

1. Significant accounting policies: (continued)

(i) Non-financial capital assets:

Non financial assets are not available to discharge existing liabilities and are held for use in the provision of
services. They have useful lives extending beyond the current year and are not intended for sale in the ordinary
course of operations.

(i) Tangible capital assets:

Tangible capital assets are recorded at cost which includes amounts that are directly attributable
to acquisition, construction, development, or betterment of the asset. The cost, less residual value,
of the tangible capital assets, excluding land and landfill sites, are amortized on a straight line
basis over their estimated useful lives as follows:

Asset Useful life - years

Land Indefinite

Engineering structures 10-100

Buildings 10-75

Machinery and equipment 5-20

Water systems 10-100

Sewer systems 10-100

Annual amortization is charged in the year of acquisition and in the year of disposal. Assets under
construction are not amortized until the asset is available for productive use.

(ii) Contributions of tangible capital assets:

Tangible capital assets received as contributions are recorded at their fair value at the date of
receipt and also are recorded as revenue.

(iii) Natural resources:

Natural resources that have not been purchased are not recognized as assets in the financial
statements.

(iv) Works of art and cultural and historic assets:

Works of art and cultural and historic assets are not recorded as assets in these financial
statements.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

1. Significant accounting policies: (continued)

(i) Non-financial capital assets: (continued)

(v) Interest capitalization:

The District does not capitalize interest costs associated with the acquisition or construction of a
tangible capital asset.

(vi) Leased tangible capital assets:

Leases which transfer substantially all of the benefits and risks incidental to ownership of property
are accounted for as leased tangible capital assets. All other leases are accounted for as
operating leases and the related payments are charged to expenses as incurred

(j) Asset retirement obligation

An asset retirement obligation is a legal obligation associated with the retirement of a tangible capital asset that
the District will be required to settle. The District recognizes asset retirement obligations when there is a legal
obligation to incur retirements costs in relation to a tangible capital asset, the past transaction or event giving
rise to the liability has occurred, it is expected that future economic benefits will be given up, and a reasonable
estimate of the amount can be made. 

Asset retirement obligations are initially measured at the best estimate of the amount required to retire a
tangible capital asset at the financial statement date. The estimate of a liability includes costs directly
attributable to asset retirement activities. 

Asset retirement obligations are recorded as liabilities with a corresponding increase to the carrying amount of
the related tangible capital asset. Subsequently, the asset retirement costs are allocated to expenses over the
estimated remediation of the tangible capital asset. The obligation is adjusted to reflect period to period
changes in the liability resulting from the passage of time and for revisions to either the timing or the amount of
the original estimate of the undiscounted cash flows or the discount rate.

(k) Financial instruments

The Districts financial instruments consist of cash, short-term investments, accounts and grants receivable,
accounts payable, and long-term debt. It is management's opinion that the City is not exposed to significant
interest, currency, or credit risks arising from these financial instruments. The fair values of these financial
instruments approximate their carrying values.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

2. Change in accounting policy

(a) Change in accounting principles

(i) Asset Retirement Obligations

On January 1, 2023, the District adopted Canadian public sector accounting standard PS 3280 Asset
Retirement Obligations (PS 3280). An asset retirement obligation is recognized when, as at financial
reporting date, all of the following criteria are met:

(i) There is a legal obligation to incur retirement costs in relation to a tangible capital asset;

(ii) The past transaction or event giving rise to the liability has occurred;

(iii) It is expected that future economic benefits will be given up; and,

(iv) A reasonable estimate of the amount can be made.

The estimate of the asset retirement obligation includes costs directly attributable to the asset retirement
activities and is recorded as a liability and increase to the related tangible capital assets if the tangible
capital asset is in productive use. The asset retirement obligation is recorded as a liability and expense if
the related tangible capital asset is unrecognized or no longer in productive use. The District determined
that there were significant asset retirement obligations associated with its tangible capital assets as at
December 31, 2023 and December 31, 2022 and has adopted of this standard on a prospective basis.  

The impact of the adoption of this standard is as an increase in the Asset Retirement Obligation Asset of
$388,214 and the Asset Retirement Obligation increase of $388,214.

(ii) Financial instruments

On January 1, 2023, the District adopted Canadian public sector accounting standard PS 3450 Financial
Instruments, PS 2601 Foreign Currency Translation, PS 1201 Financial Statement Presentation and PS
3041 Portfolio Investments. Under PS 3450 Financial Instruments, all financial instruments are included on
the statement of financial position and are measured at either fair value or cost or amortized cost based on
the characteristics of the instrument and the District's accounting policy choices (see note 1(j)).

The adoption of these standards did not have an impact on the amounts presented in these financial
statements.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

3. Restricted assets:

Included in cash and short-term deposits and portfolio investments are the following restricted amounts:

2023 2022

Cash and short term deposits $ 16,046,766 $ 6,839,084

Portfolio investments 23,027,933 27,545,549

39,074,699 34,384,633

Less restricted for:

Statutory reserves 4,837,998 1,800,752

Deferred revenue 3,229,977 3,107,277

Development cost charges 2,548,705 2,417,271

10,616,680 7,325,300

Funds available for operations $ 28,458,019 $ 27,059,333

4. Accounts receivable:

2023 2022

Taxes $ 689,459 $ 834,030

Utilities 437,321 376,255

Trade accounts 131,909 126,924

Provincial government 127,623 506,493

Federal government 99,444 142,178

$ 1,485,756 $ 1,985,880
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

5. Investment in Government Business Partnership

(a) Partnership

The District owns a 1/3 partnership share in the Cascade Lower Canyon Community Forest LP "CLCCF"
or the "Partnership".

(b) Establishment

In 2006, the District along with Yale First Nation and the Fraser Valley Regional District established the
CLCCF for the purpose of operating a community forest.  The District initially invested $10,000 for
10,000 units in the Partnership.  In 2013, the Partnership acquired a license to forest up to 34,300 cubic
meters of timber annually.  At this time net revenues are anticipated to remain within the Partnership until
such time that the CLCCF Board determines that sufficient reserves exist to fund capital needs related to
forestry operations.  Should the Partnership cease to exist, the District would be entitled to 1/3 of the
accumulated equity.

The Partnership has a March 31 year-end.  The condensed results for the year end March 31, 2023 are
summarized below. 

CLCCF Condensed Financial Statements:

Assets 2023 2022

Cash $ 3,514,036 $ 1,060,154

Other Current Assets 1,181,243 1,131,856

Tangible Capital Assets 230,006 248,609

$ 4,925,285 $ 2,440,619

Liabilities 2023 2022

Accounts Payable $ 747,950 $ 479,354

Partnership Equity 4,185,416 1,961,265

$ 4,933,366 $ 2,440,619

2023 2022

Total Revenue $ 11,749,831 $ 328,963

Total Expenses 9,525,680 282,547

Net Income $ 2,224,151 $ 46,416
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

6. Municipal finance authority reserve deposits and demand notes:

The District issues its debt instruments through the Municipal Finance Authority. As a condition of these borrowings,
a portion of the debenture proceeds are withheld by the Municipal Finance Authority as a debt reserve fund. The
District also executes demand notes in connection with each debenture whereby the District may be required to
loan certain amounts to the Municipal Finance Authority.

The details of the cash deposits and demand notes at the year-end are as follows:

2023 2022

General fund $ 119,209 $ 117,916

Sewer fund - 39,735

Water fund 73,180 -

$ 192,389 $ 157,651

7. Accounts payable:

2023 2022

Security deposits and other items $ 1,477,652 $ 981,097

Trade accounts 689,054 1,913,689

Accrued liabilities 1,067,960 425,134

Accrued payroll and benefits 210,044 188,207

Accrued interest 28,602 14,384

$ 3,473,312 $ 3,522,511

8. Development cost charges:

Development cost charges represent funds received from developers for capital infrastructure expenditures
required as a result of their development projects. As these funds are expended, the liability will be reduced and the
amount expended will be recorded as revenue.

Assets are not always physically segregated to meet the requirements of the restricted revenues. The liability will be
settled with cash and portfolio investments.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

9. Long-term debt:

The balance of the long-term debt reported on the consolidated statement of financial position is made up the
following:

Term Year Balance Outstanding

Purpose By-Law (Years) Due Rate 2023 2022

General Fund

Other 1288 20 2030 4.00 $ 1,302,524 $ 1,467,324

Water fund

Water 1477 15 2038 4.97 1,800,000 -

Sewer Fund

Sewer 996 25 2023 5.50 - 23,666

$ 3,102,524 $ 1,490,990

Future principal payments required over the next five years on issued debt are as follows:

2024 $ 261,811

2025 271,067

2026 280,650

2027 290,572

2028 300,845

Thereafter $ 1,697,579

Interest on long-term debt totaled $38,400 (2022 - $38,400) in the General Fund,  $37,554 (2022 - nil) in the Water
Fund, and nil (2022 - $4,601) in the Sewer Fund.

10. Liability for Contaminated Sites

The District has determined that as of December 31, 2023, no contamination in excess of an environmental
standard exists related to land not in productive use for which the District is responsible.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

11. Asset retirement obligation 

(a) Landfill

The District closed the Hope Landfill in September 2013. Costs related to post closure activities at the site include,
gas monitoring and recovery, leachate management and treatment, closure assessment and planning and
regulatory approvals.

The Hope landfill site is still expected to require care up to, and including the year 2038. A liability of $390,845 at
December 31, 2023 (2022 - $453,143) is calculated based on the discounted estimated future cash flows
associated with closure and post-closure activities. The discount rate used in 2023 was 3.49% (2022 - 2.30%).
Landfill restoration costs incurred by the District in 2023 were $62,298 (2022 - $40,908). The District had an
agreement with a private contractor to contribute in-kind the remaining closure costs in exchange for the right to fill
the remaining airspace in the landfill. This contribution and related operating expenditure was recognized in 2013
when the closure activities were significantly completed.

(b) Building and wells

The District owns and operates several assets that are known to have asbestos and lead paint, which represent a
health hazard upon demolition or renovation of the assets. There is a legal obligation to remove and dispose of the
hazardous materials. Following the adoption of Public Accounting Standard PS 3280 Asset Retirement Obligations,
the City recognized an obligation relating to the removal of the hazardous materials in these assets as estimated at
January 1, 2023. The transition and recognition of asset retirement obligations involved an accompanying increase
to the Buildings and Water system capital assets. The increase in capital assets is amortized on a straight-line basis
over the remaining expected useful life of the related assets.

The District has adopted this standard prospectively. Under the prospective method, the discount rate and
assumptions used on initial recognition are those as of the date of adoption of the standard. Estimated costs
totaling $370,497 have been discounted using a present value calculation with a discount rate of 4.76% for buildings
and 4.84% for well infrastructure. The timing of these expenditures is estimated to occur between 2024 and 2079
with the regular replacement, renovation, or disposal of assets. No recoveries are expected at this time.

2023 2022

Landfill liability, beginning of year $ 453,143 $ 494,051

Initial recognition of expected discounted cash flows - buildings and wells 370,497 -

Increase due to accretion 17,717 -

Reduction to landfill liability for costs incurred (62,298) (40,908)

Total $ 779,059 $ 453,143
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

12. Tangible capital assets:

Cost

Balance
December 31,

2022
Transfers/
Additions

Additions due
to ARO

recognition
Transfers/
Disposals

Balance
December 31,

2023

Engineering structures $ 37,752,456 $ 3,187,330 $ - $ (197,173) $ 40,742,613

Buildings 8,282,808 64,554 268,596 - 8,615,958

Machinery and equipment 9,371,385 700,288 - (101,067) 9,970,606

Land 3,416,273 - - - 3,416,273

Sewer systems 16,227,970 422,952 - - 16,650,922

Water systems 13,058,262 162,503 101,901 - 13,322,666

Work in progress 1,365,002 304,508 - (1,181,898) 487,612

$ 89,474,156 $ 4,842,135 $ 370,497 $ (1,480,138) $ 93,206,650

Accumulated amortization

Balance
December 31,

2022 Amortization Disposals

Balance
December 31,

2023

Engineering structures $ 22,599,166 $ 804,068 $ (197,173) $ 23,206,061

Buildings 5,292,635 217,463 - 5,510,098

Machinery and equipment 5,709,427 422,798 (101,067) 6,031,158

Sewer systems 8,220,983 396,677 - 8,617,660

Water systems 6,776,354 235,582 - 7,011,936

$ 48,598,565 $ 2,076,588 $ (298,240) $ 50,376,913

Net book value
December 31,

2022

Net book value
December 31,

2023

Engineering structures $ 15,153,290 $ 17,536,552

Buildings 2,990,173 3,105,860

Machinery and equipment 3,661,958 3,939,448

Land 3,416,273 3,416,273

Sewer systems 8,006,987 8,033,262

Water systems 6,281,908 6,310,730

Work in progress 1,365,002 487,612

$ 40,875,591 $ 42,829,737
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

13. Financial equity - current fund:

2023 2022

Unappropriated:

Operating $ 12,255,824 $ 10,654,367

Non-Statutory reserves:

Accessibility initiatives reserve 7,638 7,254

Community events reserve 13,861 13,164

Community development regulatory  reserve 44,338 42,107

Fire department reserve 698,561 641,304

Future capital expenditures reserve 6,441,462 8,444,074

Infrastructure replacement reserve 4,939,065 4,353,174

Water reserve 1,482,197 1,407,641

Sewer reserve 468,837 445,254

Assessment appeals reserve 39,595 37,603

14,135,554 15,391,575

Statutory reserves and restricted funds:

Parkland acquisition reserve 488,960 466,574

Landfill reserve 805,838 768,944

Land for development reserve 196,643 187,640

Growing Communities reserve 2,950,846 -

Bridge unexpended funds reserve 395,711 377,594

4,837,998 1,800,752

Total financial equity 31,229,376 27,846,694

Equity in tangible capital assets 41,335,735 39,225,481

Accumulated surplus $ 72,565,111 $ 67,072,175
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

14. Collections for other governments:

The District collects and remits taxes on behalf of other government jurisdictions as follows:

2023 2022

Tax Collected - School Tax $ 4,874,982 $ 4,399,341

Tax Collected - FVRD 1,940,567 1,834,153

Tax Collected - Regional Hospital 272,015 259,914

Tax Collected - BC Assessment 129,771 116,889

Tax Collected - MFA 627 546

$ 7,217,962 $ 6,610,843

15. Contingencies:

(a) Debt held by the Fraser Valley Regional District is, pursuant to the Local Government Act, a direct joint and
several liability of each member municipality within the regional district, including the District.

(b) Monitoring of leachates in the landfill is required for 25 years subsequent to the closure. Any potential costs
arising from future issues will be the responsibility of the District.

(c) The District is currently engaged in certain legal actions.The District has accrued for claims for which the
amounts are known or can be reasonably estimated. The outcome of other claims is indeterminable at this
time. Accordingly, no provision has been made in the accounts for these actions.

(d) The District and its employees contribute to the Municipal Pension Plan (Plan) a jointly trusted pension plan.
The Board of Trustees, representing plan members and employers, is responsible for administering the
plan, including investment of the assets and administration of benefits. The Plan is a multi-employer defined
benefit pension plan. Basic pension benefits are based on a formula. As at December 31, 2023, the Plan
has about 240,000 active members and approximately 124,000 retired members. Active members include
approximately 43,000 contributors from local governments.

Every three years, an actuarial valuation is performed to assess the financial position of the Plan and
adequacy of plan funding.  The actuary determines an appropriate combined employer and member
contribution rate to fund the Plan.  The actuary's calculated contribution rate is based on the entry-age
normal cost method, which produces the long-term rate of member and employer contributions sufficient to
provide benefits for average future entrants to the Plan.  This rate may be adjusted for the amortization of
any actuarial funding surplus and will be adjusted for the amortization of any unfunded actuarial liability.

The most recent valuation for the Municipal Pension Plan as of December 31, 2021, indicated a $3,761
million funding surplus for basic pension benefits on a going concern basis.  

The District paid $309,337 (2022 - $289,972) for employer contributions to the Plan in fiscal 2023.

The next valuation will be as at December 31, 2024, with results available in 2025.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

15. Contingencies: (continued)

Employers participating in the Plan record their pension expense as the amount of employer contributions
made during the fiscal year (defined contribution pension plan accounting). This is because the Plan
records accrued liabilities and accrued assets for the Plan in aggregate, resulting in no consistent and
reliable basis for allocating the obligation, assets and cost to individual employers participating in the Plan.

16. Fair value of financial assets and financial liabilities:

The fair value of the District's cash and short term deposits, accounts receivable and accounts payable approximate
their carrying amounts due to the immediate or short term maturity of these financial instruments.

The fair value of portfolio investments at December 31, 2023 was $23,027,933 (2022 - $27,545,549).

The fair value of the long-term debt and obligations under capital lease approximate their book value as the interest
rates represent borrowing rates for loans under similar terms and maturities.

17. Contractual Rights

The District has entered into contracts for various property rentals and service agreements, and is scheduled to
receive the following amounts under those contracts.

2024 $ 259,167

2025 266,926

2026 274,979

2027 283,342

2028 $ 292,028
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

18. Budget figures:

The financial statements have included the Annual budget as approved by Council. The following is a reconciliation
of the budget presentation required for the financial statements and the annual financial plan bylaw:

2023

Annual deficit from statement of operations $ (379,550)

Amortization of capital assets 1,850,000

Capital expenditures (14,620,732)

Transfers from surplus 1,337,400

Proceeds of debt financing 1,800,000

Proceeds from grant financing 7,465,322

Reserves used for capital financing 4,018,000

Contributions to reserves (1,358,440)

Principal repayment of debt (112,000)

Net annual budget $ -

19. Perpetual Cemetery Care Trust:

The District operates a cemetery in accordance with the Cemetery and Funeral Services Act. The District is
required to maintain a trust fund which is not included in these financial statements.

The asset and equity of the Perpetual Cemetery Care Trust are as follows:

2023 2022

Cash and Deposits $ 146,185 $ 134,002

2023 2022

Equity balance, beginning of the year $ 140,098 $ 127,871

Transfer from operating 5,945 5,410

Interest 142 721

Equity, end of year $ 146,185 $ 134,002
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

20. Financial risks

Market risk is the risk that changes in market prices, such as interest rates, will affect the District’s income. The
District’s cash and portfolio investments include amounts on deposit with financial institutions that earn interest at
market rates. The District manages its cash by maximizing the interest income earned on excess funds while
maintaining the liquidity necessary to conduct operations on a day-to-day basis. Fluctuations in market rates of
interest would not have a significant effect on the District’s income.

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss for the other party by failing to
discharge an obligation. Management does not believe that the District is exposed to significant credit risk. 

There has been no change to the risk exposures outlined above from 2022.

21. Comparative figures

Certain comparative figures have been reclassified to conform with the financial statement presentation adopted in
the current year.

22. Segmented information:

The District is a diversified municipal government institution that provides a wide range of services to its citizens.
For management reporting purposes, the local government's operations and activities are organized and reported
by service areas. Service areas were created for the purpose of recording specific activities to attain certain
objectives in accordance with Council policies and District's bylaws. The service areas are as follows:

General Government Services

General government services include activities associated with Mayor and Council administration, bylaw review
and adoption, financial management, and information systems, economic development and corporate services,
including human resources.

Protective Services

Protective services include activities associated with community safety. These services include local policing,
fire protection, bylaw enforcement and emergency services.

Transportation Services

A component of Public Works department is transportation services. Transportation services include activities
associated with roads and drainage networks. Services include traffic services, street lighting, public works
administration, fleet operations, winter maintenance, and maintenance and improvements to roads, shoulders,
sidewalks, drainage, storm sewers and dykes.

Environmental Health Services

Environmental development services include all activities associated with waste management, landfill
operations, transfer stations and cemetery operations.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

22. Segmented information: (continued)

Community Development Services

Community Development services include development activities associated with planning and zoning and
building inspections.

Recreation and Culture Services

Recreation and Cultural services include activities associated with operations of parks, recreation and cultural
services. Activities also include grants-in-aid, library operations, tourism and minor building maintenance
services.

Utilities: Water and Sewer Services

Water and sewer services include all activities associated with water and sanitary sewer operations. Items
include maintenance and enhancements of the water supply system, water pump stations, water distribution
systems, hydrants, sanitary sewer collection system, sewer lift stations and sewer treatment and disposal.

Segmented information has been identified based upon lines of service provided by the District. District services are
provided by departments and their activities are reported by functional area in the body of the financial statements.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Segmented Reporting Note

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Recreation and
Culture

Protective
Services Transportation

Environmental
Health

Community
Development

Utilities -
Water & Sewer

General
Government

Total
2023

Total
2022

Revenues

Municipal taxation $ - $ 2,545,817 $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 7,468,569 $10,014,386 $ 9,215,147

Parcel taxes - - - - - 229,300 - 229,300 229,300

Payments in lieu of taxes - - - - - - 303,715 303,715 261,213

Sales of services 128,849 141,138 9,491 2,123,051 193,079 1,526,206 300,386 4,422,200 4,681,822

Investment income - - - - - - 1,961,931 1,961,931 614,993

Government business partnership income - - - - - - 741,310 741,310 15,471

Rents and leases - - - - - - 31,970 31,970 34,956

Transfers from other governments 161,525 153,320 2,740 - - - 4,487,298 4,804,883 1,612,115

Actuarial adjustment on debenture debt - - - - - - 62,466 62,466 83,396

Total Revenues 290,374 2,840,275 12,231 2,123,051 193,079 1,755,506 15,357,645 22,572,161 16,748,413

Expenditures

Salaries and benefits 299,384 821,750 1,124,123 84,270 397,497 503,739 1,362,046 4,592,809 4,519,763

Insurance and claims 31,454 11,403 81,498 291 - 42,216 96,377 263,239 226,980

Office and administration 674,387 2,436,477 107,944 2,865,161 577,387 29,156 625,000 7,315,512 6,213,221

Repair and maintenance 482,113 116,787 1,398,789 32,907 - 722,530 53,669 2,806,795 2,621,362

Utilities 16,945 19,160 52,223 6,025 - 210,106 21,549 326,008 306,069

Total Expense, before interest and
amortization 1,504,283 3,405,577 2,764,577 2,988,654 974,884 1,507,747 2,158,641 15,304,363 13,887,395

(Gain) Loss on disposal of tangible capital
assets - - - - - - - - (2,131,368)

Interest - - - - - 42,155 38,400 80,555 58,275

Accretion expense - - - 12,785 - 4,932 - 17,717 -

Amortization - - - 1,444,331 - 632,258 - 2,076,589 2,035,480

Net operating revenues(expenses) $ (1,213,909) $ (565,302) $ (2,752,346) $ (2,322,719) $ (781,805) $ (431,586) $ 13,160,604 $ 5,092,937 $ 2,898,631

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Schedule 1 - COVID-19 Safe Restart Grants for Local Governments

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

In November 2020 the District of Hope was the recipient of a $1,833,000 grant under the COVID-19 Safe Restart
for Local Governments program from the Province of BC. 

COVID Reserve, beginning of year - $ 1,002,873

IT $ 12,933 -

Public works 80,328 -

Expenditures through the year - 93,261

COVID reserve, end of year - $ 909,612

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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DISTRICT OF HOPE
Schedule 2 - Growing Communities Fund

For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

In 2023, the District of Hope was the recipient of a $2,874,000 grant under the Growing Community Fund for  Local
Governments program from the Province of BC.

2023

Contribution for the year $ 2,874,000

Interest received 76,846

Balance, December 31, 2023 $ 2,950,846

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these consolidated financial statements.
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REPORT DATE: May 3, 2024 FILE: 550-01 
  
SUBMITTED BY: Deputy Corporate Officer 
  
MEETING DATE: May 13, 2024 
  
SUBJECT: E-Mail Poll of Council for the Hope Mountain Centre Trail Restoration 

Project 
 
PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this report is to ratify the April 29, 2024, e-mail poll of Council regarding the 
Hope Mountain Centre application to the Outdoor Recreation Fund of BC for their proposed 
Trail Restoration Project for the HBC Trail. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommended Resolution: 

THAT Council ratify the e-mail poll of April 29, 2024: 

THAT Council of the District of Hope issue a letter of support to the Hope Mountain Centre 
for their proposed Trail Restoration Project. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Hope Mountain Centre is applying to the Outdoor Recreation Fund of BC for their 
proposed Trail Restoration Project for the HBC Trail. The HBC Trail played an important role 
in the early development of Fort Hope, the Province of BC, and Canada, and has a deep 
history that includes First Nations presence going back thousands of years. 

The District of Hope has committed $40,000 in funding for the Hope Mountain Centre in 
2024 that will support ongoing maintenance to several trails in the Hope region, including 
the HBC Trail. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• The District of Hope’s issued Letter of Support 
 
Prepared by: Approved for submission to Council: 
 
 
Original Signed by Branden Morgan  Original Signed by John Fortoloczky   
Branden Morgan   John Fortoloczky 
Deputy Corporate Officer   Chief Administrative Officer 

    
 

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION 
TO COUNCIL 
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File No. 230-20 

 

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r 

 
 
 
April 29, 2024 
 
To:   Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia (ORC) 
 Outdoor Recreation Fund of BC 
 
Dear ORC Adjudicators: 
 
Re:  Letter of Support for HBC Trail 
 
On behalf of the District of Hope, please accept this letter of support for the Trail 
Restoration Project proposed by Hope Mountain Centre. 
 
The District of Hope has committed $40,000 in funding for the Hope Mountain Centre in 
2024.  The funds will support ongoing maintenance to several trails in the Hope region, 
including the HBC Trail. 
 
The District of Hope appreciates the important historic role that the HBC Trail played in 
the early development of Fort Hope, the Province of BC, and Canada. The trail has a 
deep history that also includes First Nations presence going back thousands of years. 
 
We have observed with enthusiasm the exciting progress made in reopening this 
historic trail and the passionate community involvement it has inspired.  Dozens of Hope 
residents have volunteered their time to build the trail and the 10 overnight campsites 
located along its 74-km length. The HBC Trail has become a real source of community 
pride. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Victor Smith 
Mayor 

    
325 Wallace Street, P.O. Box 609 Hope, B.C. V0X IL0 

Phone: 604-869-5671 Facsimile: 604-869-2275 
Website: www.hope.ca 
Email: info@hope.ca 
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 Page 3 

• Flood & Erosion Hazard Map Excerpt 
• Geotechnical Hazard Map Excerpt 
• OCP Land Use Map Excerpt 

 
D. Property Information: 

1)  Civic Address: 66631 Kereluk Road 

2)  Legal Description: Lot 20 District Lot 56 YDYD Plan 30760 

3)  PID Number: 003-852-431 

4)  Current Zoning: Single Family Residential (RS-1) 

5)  Current OCP Designation: Urban/Suburban Residential 

  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
Prepared by: Approved for submission to Council: 
 
 
 
 
Original Signed by Robin Beukens    Original Signed by John Fortoloczky   
Director of Community Development   Chief Administrative Officer 
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DISTRICT OF HOPE 

BYLAW NO. 1579, 2024 
A bylaw to impose rates on all taxable land and improvements for the year 2024 

 
 
Whereas Section 197 of the Community Charter requires that Council must adopt a bylaw to impose 
rates on all taxable land and improvements for the current year; 
 
Now therefore, the Municipal Council of the District of Hope, in open meeting assembled, enacts as 
follows: 
 
Title: 
 
1. This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “District of Hope 2024 Annual Tax Rate Bylaw 

No. 1579, 2024” 
 

Enactment: 
 
2. The following rates are hereby imposed and levied for the year 2024: 
 

(a) For all lawful GENERAL PURPOSES of the municipality on the value of land and 
improvements taxable for general municipal purposes, rates appearing in line A – General 
Municipal of Schedule “A”, attached hereto and forming part of this bylaw. 

 
(b) For all lawful RCMP Policing of the municipality on the value of land and improvements 

taxable for general municipal purposes, rates appearing in line B – RCMP Policing of 
Schedule “A”, attached hereto and forming part of this bylaw. 

 
(c) For purposes of FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT services on the value of land 

and improvements taxable for Regional Hospital District purposes, rates appearing in line 
C – Regional District Services of Schedule “A”, attached hereto and forming part of this 
bylaw. 

 
(d) For HOSPITAL PURPOSES on the value of land and improvements taxable for Regional 

Hospital District purposes, rates appearing in line D – Regional Hospital of Schedule “A”, 
attached hereto and forming part of this bylaw. 

 
3. The minimum amount of taxation upon a parcel of real property shall be 

one dollar ($1.00). 
 
4. Penalties on unpaid current taxes shall be in accordance with the “District of Hope Tax Penalty 

Bylaw No. 1486, 2020”. 
 

Read a first, second and third time this 22nd day of April, 2024 
 
Adopted this XXth day of May, 2024 
        

_______________________________________________        _______________________________________________    
Mayor           Director of Corporate Services 
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  Schedule "A" 
District of Hope “Annual Tax Rate Bylaw No. 1579, 2024” 

   

 

Class 01 Class 02 Class 03 Class 04 Class 05 Class 06 Class 7 Class 08 Class 09

Residential Utilities Supportive  
Housing

Major  
Industry

Light 
Industry Business 

Managed  
Forest 
Land

Recreation/ 
Non-profit Farm 

A - General Municipal 2.15111 29.56251 2.15111 4.80604 4.80604 3.66637 6.45334 3.53509 10.72021

B - RCMP Policing 0.75948 10.43749 0.75948 1.69685 1.69685 1.29447 2.27844 1.24812 3.78493

C - Regional District Services 0.73076 2.55766 0.73076 2.48458 2.48458 1.79036 2.19228 0.73076 0.73076

D - Regional Hospital 0.08957 0.3135 0.08957 0.30456 0.30456 0.21946 0.26871 0.08957 0.08957
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FOR INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE 

 
May 13, 2024 Regular Council Meeting 

 

1. News Release dated April 22, 2024 from the Ministry of Forests re: B.C. works with 
communities to boost wildfire prevention, preparedness. 

2. Information Bulletin dated April 22, 2024 from the Ministry of Labour re: 2024 minimum 
wage increases confirmed. 

3. News Release dated April 22, 2024 from the Office of the Premier, the Ministry of 
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation and the Council of the Haida Nation re: Historic 
B.C. legislation introduced recognizing Haida Aboriginal Title. 

4. News Release dated April 23, 2024 from the Office of the Premier and the Ministry of 
Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation re: New agritech plant anchors B.C.’s 
industrial blueprint. 

5. News Release dated April 23, 2024 from the Ministry of Housing re: More priority 
communities selected to deliver more homes. 

6. News Release dated April 23, 2024 from the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor 
General re: Province reaches major milestone in Surrey police transition plan. 

7. Information Bulletin dated April 24, 2024 from the Ministry of Tourism, Arts, Culture and 
Sport re: Province moves ahead on a safer amateur sport system. 

8. News Release dated April 26, 2024 from the Ministry of Housing and the City of 
Abbotsford re: Shelter, supported housing coming for more than 220 people in 
Abbotsford. 

9. News Release dated April 26, 2024 from the Office of the Premier, the Ministry of Public 
Safety and Solicitor General, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Mental Health and 
Addictions re: B.C. moves to ban drug use in public spaces, taking more steps to keep 
people safe. 

10. News Release dated April 29, 2024 from the Office of the Premier and the Ministry of 
Housing re: BC Builds adds more sites to fast-track housing for people with middle 
incomes. 

11. News Release dated April 30, 2024 from the Ministry of Housing re: Protections coming 
for residents of manufactured home parks. 

12. News Release dated April 30, 2024 from the Environmental Assessment Office re: New 
tools empowers citizens during environmental assessments. 

13. News Release dated May 1, 2024 from the Ministry of Health re: New supports for allied 
health, clinical support workers will boost workforce. 

14. News Release dated May 2, 2024 from the Office of the Premier and the Ministry of 
Housing re: Secondary suite program launches, creating thousands of more affordable 
homes for people. 

15. Information Bulletin dated May 3, 2024 from the Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy re: Stronger enforcement options will stop illegal activities in B.C. parks. 

16. Information Bulletin dated May 7, 2024 from the Ministry of Forests re: New Forest 
Operations Map portal supports transparency, engagement. 
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For Information Correspondence List 
May 13, 2024 
 

Page 2 of 2 

17. Information Bulletin dated May 7, 2024 from the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor 
General and the BC Coroners Service re: 192 British Columbians lost to toxic drugs in 
March 2024: BC Coroners Service. 

18. Letter dated April 23, 2024 from the National Police Federation re: Ongoing Impact of 
Surrey Police Transition on B.C. Municipalities. 

19. Letter dated May 3, 2024 from the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General re: 
Surrey Policing Transition. 

20. Letter dated May 6, 2024 from the District of Logan Lake re: Support for Bill-34. 
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220 LAURIER AVENUE WEST, 8TH FLOOR 

OTTAWA ON K2P 1P1 

www.npf-fpn.com 

 
 

April 23, 2024 
 
 
Mayor Victor Smith and Council 
District of Hope 
Email: vsmith@hope.ca 
 
Dear Mayor Smith and Council, 

 
Re: Ongoing Impact of Surrey Police Transition on B.C. Municipalities 

 
On behalf of the National Police Federation (NPF), and our ~6,700 dedicated RCMP Members serving across 

our province, I write to bring your attention to the continuing adverse effects of the Surrey police transition on 

municipalities throughout British Columbia (B.C.). Since the outset of the proposed police transition, the NPF 

has consistently raised concerns regarding the substantial costs and implications for public safety, underscored 

by the absence of a clear and comprehensive transition plan. Despite the passage of over five years, the lack of 

transparency persists, leaving uncertainty and impeding fairness and respect of our Members, the residents of 

Surrey and all taxpayers in B.C. 

 

Over the past year, the NPF has actively engaged in numerous events, including the UBCM’s Annual 

Convention, and participated in meetings with various municipalities. These engagements provided us with an 

opportunity to share how the proposed Surrey police transition will impact your community. It allowed us to 

shed light on the political pressures from the provincial government, which, driven by its own agenda, is 

pressing forward with the police transition. I want to highlight how the Surrey police transition is and will 

impact your community.  

 

Staffing, Recruiting & Training: 

Surrey Police Service (SPS) 

Recruitment challenges persist within the SPS as they face a substantial gap between their current officer 

count of 354 and expected staffing level of 860 by 2027. Between April 2023 and April 2024, the SPS grew 

from only 332 sworn officers to 354 despite ongoing hirings. This issue is further exacerbated by attrition 

resulting in a 25% vacancy rate as disillusionment with the transition process prompts officers to seek 

opportunities elsewhere, including returning to the RCMP.  

 

The former Surrey Mayor had projected a large number of Surrey RCMP Members patching over to the SPS, 

despite an internal survey of Surrey RCMP Members indicating that less than 14% would even consider joining 

the SPS. Due to the lack of interest from Surrey RCMP Members, the SPS has had to recruit the majority of its 

police officers from across B.C., leaving policing gaps in communities across the province.  

 

In addition, the SPS has had to recruit many new police officers and the training requirements necessary to do 

so have imposed significant costs to the Justice Institute of British Columbia (JIBC), leading to a projected 30% 

increase in capacity and additional funding needs. This escalation, amounting to a 207% surge in funding 

FOR INFORMATION CORRESPONDENCE
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O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r 

May 13, 2024 
 
Louise Pedersen 
Executive Director 
Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia 
PO Box 763 
Revelstoke, B.C.  V0E 2S0 
 
Dear Louise Pedersen: 
 
I am writing you today to support the New Pathways to Gold Society’s (NPTGS) 
application to the Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia’s Outdoor Recreation 
Fund of BC April 2024 intake. As you know, the Outdoor Recreation Fund of BC will 
consider requests of up to $25,000 for projects that are unique and outstanding. The 
1926 Alexandra Bridge Rehabilitation is all that and more. This initiative to restore an 
icon of B.C. transportation history and marquee recreational asset is a partnership 
between NPTGS, the Spuzzum First Nation and a coalition of outdoor recreation 
groups, community organizations, local businesses and all levels of government. 
 

• The funding will allow for an expansion in the scope of the current work on 
stabilizing the bridge’s two support towers, essential to extending the life of the 
structure. 

 
• A restored bridge will provide a unique outdoor recreational experience for hikers 

and mountain bikers to explore the Fraser Canyon landscape and the 
spectacular views of the Fraser Canyon as they travel down the old Cariboo 
Highway (now the trail down to the bridge) and the river itself they cross to the 
west bank. 

 
• The bridge is the hub of a series of trails, some restored and in use (like the 

Tikwalus Trail above Alexandra Lodge) and others that need restoration (like 
several intact sections of the Cariboo Waggon Road and Fur Trade brigade 
routes – all build on top of ancient Indigenous trails). 

 
• The project supports the fund’s goals of supporting community groups who 

enhance and maintain trails, signage and outdoor recreation infrastructure. 
 

• The project will celebrate Indigenous culture as well as the contributions of 
under-represented groups who worked to help build both the 1926 structure and 
the original 1863 Cariboo Waggon Road bridge on whose foundations the “new” 
bridge was built. This supports the fund’s goal of cultivating accessible, inclusive 

    
325 Wallace Street, P.O. Box 609 Hope, B.C. V0X IL0 

Phone: 604-869-5671 Facsimile: 604-869-2275 
Website: www.hope.ca 
Email: info@hope.ca 
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and diverse outdoor recreation opportunities by encouraging participation in 
outdoor recreation for under-represented groups.  

 
• The project is an example of the government’s UNDRIP legislation in action and 

will create a focal point for conversations about Indigenous Reconciliation.  
 

• A restored 1926 Alexandra Bridge is a key goal of the Ministry of Tourism’s 
current tourism strategy and has the support of the provincial government as well 
as civic governments and First nations. 

 
• NPTGS has been working in partnership with the Spuzzum First Nation (SFN) 

and others since 2009 to restore the bridge. A restored bridge is the centerpiece 
of SFN’s economic development plan, the Tikwalus Project, recently approved by 
the BC government. 

 
• NPTGS is a non-profit society dedicated to building local economies via 

Indigenous Reconciliation, heritage tourism development (including restoring 
heritage trails and maintaining outdoor recreation infrastructure) and 
Multiculturalism. Its board is composed of a 50-50 balance between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous directors and one designated Multicultural Director. NPTGS 
is proud to be a member of the ORC BC. 

 
• Since 2007, NPTGS has worked with its Indigenous and non-Indigenous partners 

have restored or built 360 km of trails, installing amenities such as picnic tables, 
outhouses, directional signage and interpretive materials that tell a more 
inclusive narrative of our shared history. 

 
Our organization is fully convinced that the 1926 Alexandra Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project meets ORC BC’s standard of an outstanding project that deserves the maximum 
amount of financial support from the Outdoor Recreation Fund. We hope you will agree 
with us an award NPTGS and their partners the $25,000 as requested. Should you 
require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Victor Smith 
Mayor 
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